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PREFACE. 


1* HE great ed of the Proprietor of this 
Work is to transmit to posterity, as na- 
tional curiosities, accurate engravings of the great 
number of COPPER COINS which have' lately 
appeared in circulation; such as tradesmen's to- 
kens, colonial currency, &c, which, from the | 
breaking of the dies, the limited numbers struck 
pff, and various other circumstances, might 1 
otherwise be buried in oblivion. The Proprietor, | 
moreover, flatters himself, that when the ex- 
pence of collecting such a copious series, wick T 
at of the engraving and printing, is considered, 
he price will not be thought unreasonable. He | 
rusts, therefore, to the encouragement. of the 1 
public ; intending to give an alphabetical list 
ind fac-similies of FOUR HUNDRED and 
IGHTY different Coins, in four Volumes 
Wwelves, with an elegant frontispiece and 
itle pages, at the price of TWENTY | 
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By James Wright, Jon. 80. FA. 88. and Pirth, 


to me upon a ſubject that I know to be extremely intereſt- 
g to many perſons of taſte throughout Britain, were deem - 


ö provincial coins as they are humbly intended to promote 
provement in a polite art, intimately connected with the 
lies Letters, and on which, the reputation of the preſent 
aſure, depend at periods of the lateſt poſterity. 

liſh for ho ſubje&, may ſmile when they learn that I al- 
de to the deſigns and execution of the moſt common cur» 
lation, i in Great Britain, chiefly fince the year 1789; and 
hich, in ſome diſtricts, have almoſt totally Tupplanted the 
> thoſe who are not aware of the importance of the u- 


owledge in it, App1s0n's Eſſay; the Writings of 


ally the late excellent publication of the ingenious Mr. 
NKERTON®,-; There are others, in whom the bare mention 


Excepting the coins of the Romans, there has nothing 
ring the eras of the ancientindependent ſtates of GRE tex, 
en almoſt every city had its own diſtinct coinage, as is 
gantly illuſtrated by the. engravings and deſcriptions of 
e ancient in neatneſs of finiſh, from the uſe of the mill, 


much as they fall ſhort of them in the high relief and 


t in their great variety, and molt caſes, appropriate ima 
[ 5 they approach the neareſt to the merit of the Roman 


AN 
% 


SHOULD. be happy, if a few obſervations that occur 


worthy of being diffuſed through the medium of your book 


nes for induſtry, ingenuity, and arts, muſt, in a great 
duch of your readers as have not ſtudied, or contracted a2 
nt coins of the preſent day, known by the name of pro- 
ncial balſpence; being iſſued by private traders for cir- 

eſent very baſe and barbarous national copper currency. 


ſmatic ſtudy. I would recommend, as introduQtive to the 


DLKESs, DE CarDONNEL, and SNELLING 3 but eſpe- | 


the topick will excite the livelieſt attention to my remarks: 555 


curred parralell to theſe, within ſo ſhort a period, ſince : - 


Count f. Our modern coins of cities in Britain, excel | 
d invention of indenting letters round the outer edge, | 
d neis of execution, in the repreſentations which theybearz 

reverſes, © 


* Eilay on Coins and Medals, London, Edwards, a vols. $v0, 1789. 
Num, veterum \populorum- et -urbium. 4to. 4 2782, - 
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of the five following deſcriptions ſeem to deſerve being ſig- 


The Canterbury halfpenny, bearing the cathedral; the 


the Leeds cloth-hall appears upon one of the Leeds tokens; 


Lias of Bigod' s caſtle in Suffolk is on that of Bungay; one 


&c. and the beſt me dern buildings in Edinburgh and Glal: 
gow, would be deficable objects for Scuttiſh provincial pieces. 


undertakings of the preſent times; ſuch as the iron bridge 
over iK Sevirn, vii the Colebrookedale haiipenny ; reverſe, 
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revert, of any thing that has appeared — 
of modern times. 
It is, however, deeply to be regretted, by every lover of 
the fine arts, that ſo many of theſe pieces are degraded by 
puerile and contemptible deviſes: ſuch are all emblems off 
particular trades, or articles of dealing; mere affignations 
and fign-polts; and almoſt all morſels of heraldry, eſcut- 
cheons, mottos, ſupporters, ' &c. Theſe can tranſmit no 
thought, no information to poſterity, The amazing dura- 
bility of coins ſhould be ever remembered by thoſe who are 
concerned in iſſuing them; and ſuch deſigns adopted at 
may reflect the moſt ftriking, and important features of the 
preſent times. Among ſeveral hundreds of differently de- 
ſigned pieces in my poſſeſſion, ſuch only as come under ſome 


nalized and recommended to imitation : 
I. Such as have fac fimiles 'of remarkable buildings ; 6. g. 


Tork one, with the noble minſter; reverſe, Clifford's tower: 


the weſt front of St Paul's church upon a London one; 
Ipſwichecroſs, a neat relique of ancient architecture, graces 
the Ip/avich halfpenny ; as an old tower, a very entire re- 
main of gothic labour, does that of Durdee; the venerable 


of Bedal, in Yorkſhire, gives a ftreet in perſpective, two 
inns, and a ſpire, &c. Theſe medals may exhibit to future 
rimes the ferms of the ſtructures which they bear, long af- 
ter their originals (hall have faded and mouldered in coden 
"4 Amzition ſigh'd, — ſhe found it vain to truſt 

* The faithlefs column, and the crumbling buſt; 

Huge molcs, whote ſhadows ſtretch'd from ſhore to ſhore 

Their ru'r's pereſh* d, and their place no more; 

* Convinc'd, ſhe now contracts her vaſt de 266 

And all her triumphs ſhrink into a coin. Port. 


Tbe Abbeys of Mehoſe, Paiſley, St Andrews, Arbroath, 


11. Others afford repielentations of the great and uſeful 


the 


13 


he inclined ae at Ketley: Thames 1 
Piece, has a barge ſailing; reyerſe, a maſſy aqueducẽt bridge x 
Kent halfpenny, on the union of Appledore, has à wind- 
ill, the miller, and his houſe; the great iron-works of 
7iltinſen are differently pourtray d on his currency. It is / 
o be lamented, that among the few ſtruck for Scotland, 
ot one comes under this deſcription. How ornamental 
nd honourable would 2 for ſome of them to bear the 
gures, and perpetuate the dates of the erection of the 
reateſt foundery in the world at Carron ; the north bridge 
t Edinburgh the elegant hridges at Perth and Glaſgow z 


of the he great quay at Aberdeen; or the vaſt and uſeful acques- 
tly de- uct over the Celvin, ſupporting, at a tupendour elevation, 
r ſome ſpne of the greateſt canals in Europ e! 


III. Striking emblems of that ſpirit of induſtry and com- 
erce, which characterizes the preſent times, and eſpecially 


3 e. g. Jhe Britiſh nation. One payable at Ipſwich, has “ may 
| ; the od preſerve the plough and ſail; na team in a field, and 
tower: ſhip in full fail, coming into view behind a headland : a 
kenns; {Weaver is at work upon a Hawerill coin; reverſe, a pl>ugh © 
one nd ſhuttle: ſhips in full fail are meet iagnia of the trade 
graces Liverpool, Yarmouth, Shields, Portſea, and the Cinque 
ire re - ort; as a ſheep, reverſe, a woolen weaver, is of the 
erableWanufature of Rochdale ; and a hop- plantation of the beſt 


yz oneWroduct of the county of Suſex; the rapid and uſeful maile 
e, twofloach, and exhibitions of whale-fiſhing, and hat-making, * 
futureWre ſeen upon different Londen pieces, &c. 
ng af - IV. Illuſtrious characters and remarkable men, in Britiſh 
e duſt:Wiſtory have now their features tranſmitted co“ diſtant climes 
f d ages,” upon common currency; which, perhaps, con- 
ys the charge of Fame““ better than ex peuſive medal- 
NS. NEWTON, SHAKESPEARE, JouxsSON, HowarD. 
owe ; and the founders, or greateſt benefactors of Bath, 
uttampton, Lancaſter, &c. are honoured upon pieces of ge. 
ral circulation; on this department, however, it muff be 
dſcrved with regret, that the portraits are, in general, far 
om being accurate; though, perhaps, not leſs lo than the 


Porr, 
roath, 


Glaſ. 


reces. 
uſeful'eies of Koman Emperors, are given by the degenerate 
ridge intages of the lower Empire; the ſcarce ones of Which 


collected with ſo much eagerneſs and expence, without 
pard to the contemptible or deteilabie characters of their 


Proto- : 


verſe, 
the 


* Poe—Vc.ris to Addiſen on his Di-logues on Medals, 
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| ptoto-types. / Our are not leſs dk of being fiyled the 
_ Conciſum argentum in titulo-, ſacieſque migatas . ane 
In this reſpect alſo, Scotland creeps at more than her 
uſual diſtance behind the Siſter Kingdom. Why are the 
features of Buchanan, Napier, the admirable Crichton, 
Hume, Robertſon, Cullen, and Reid, conſigned to the 
fugitve materials, and ſaithleſs charge of paper and canvas, 
and not a ſingie medal recording their likeneſſes to poſterity, | 
V. Some, laſtly, are merely curious; the engraver James | 
has been very ſucceſsful in two landſcapes upon the oppo- 
fite ſides of his Dudley token; and his elephant upon the 
Pidcock exhibition pieces, is at leaſt as well repreſented as 
the ſame animal is by old Roman artiſts, upon denarii, of 
the family Cecilia, or upon thoſe of Julius and of Auguflus, 
I ſhall conclude this paper, with earneſtly ſoliciting the 
attention of all companies and individuals, who may hence- 
forth be diſpoſed to employ the artiſts of Birmingham, Lon-8 
don, &c. to fabricate coins for them, to the foregoing ob- 
ſervations, which, I humbly flatter myſelf, will be approved 
'by every perſon of taſte who has made the medallic art a 
ſtudy; and it is much to be wiſhed, that particular in- 
juctions were given to the engravers, to have the figures 
on the piece much bolder and higher raiſed than 1s uſually 
done, which is effected by having them more deeply cut 
into the dye; and he dotted circleby which the figures on 
the field are protected, ſhould be much ſtronger, and more 
elevated; the ſhapes of even moſt of theſe pieces which I 
have commended, are two thin and broad; they ſhould be 
ancreaſed in thickneſs, even tkough their circumferenc 
Ahould be thereby diminiſhed. It may, perhaps, be objected 
that theſe improvements will occaſion an additional ex 
-pence, and conſequent reduction of profits of circulation; 
but it is to be conſidered, that even if leſs weight of coppe 
were given in that form, the public would be no loſer, be 
cauſe the pieces would be greatly leſs liable to wear by fric4 
tion, than when almoſt the whole rough ſurface is expoſed t 
continual rubbing, as by the preſent ſtyle of infipid bas reli 
Let it he impreſſed upon the mind of every citizen, that thi 
is a ſubject in which, as a great maſtery of it as told us, ** TH 
PERPETUAL GLORY OF THE NATION JS AN'TERESTED. 
Juvenal, in his Vth Satire, 
Beſides the meed of merit given to diſtinguiſhed FogliGimen 4 
provincal coins, many elegant medels have been firuck of them. 
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